
Lesson: Characters, Settings, and Main Events

Lesson Topic: Identify character traits

Re-read this excerpt and then answer the questions that follow.

An Excerpt from The Secret Garden

by Frances Hodgson Burnett

She walked back into the first kitchen-garden she had entered and found the old man digging there. She went and stood beside him and

watched him a few moments in her cold little way. He took no notice of her and so at last she spoke to him.

"I have been into the other gardens," she said.

"There was nothin' to prevent thee," he answered crustily.

"I went into the orchard."

"there was no dog at th' door to bite thee," he answered.

There was no door there into the other garden," said Mary.

"What garden? He said in a rough voice, stopping his digging for a moment.

"The one on the other side of the wall," answered Mistress Mary. "There are trees there—I saw the tops of them. A bird with a red breast

was sitting on one of them and he sang."

To her surprise the surly old weather-beaten face actually changed its expression. A slow smile spread over it and the gardener looked

quite different. It made her think that it was curious how much nicer a person looked when he smiled. She had not thought of it before.

He turned about to the orchard-side of his garden and began to whistle—a low soft whistle. She did not understand how such a surly man

could make such a coaxing sound. Almost the next moment a wonderful thing happened. She heard a soft little rushing flight through the air—

and it was the bird with the red breast flying to them, and he actually alighted on the big clod of earth quite near to the gardener's foot. 

"Here he is," chuckled the old man, and then he spoke to the bird as if he were speaking to a child. 

Question 1:

What quotes from the passage help show that the gardener is not very friendly towards Mary?

Check all that are true.

stopping his digging for a moment

she had entered and found the old man digging

he answered crustily

he said in a rough voice

Question 2:

Question 3:



Which details from the text reveal that Bobby is proud of the Ghost Hunters?

Check all that are true.

Minten is thriving with otherworldly beings. I just know it.

There is a surprising amount of people who do not want fifth graders messing around in their business.

I am the President of Ghost Hunters, Inc., the best professional hunters of the supernatural in the area.

Whether people call us detectives, ghost hunters, or nosey brats, it will never stop us.

Given what you read in the excerpt, what is significant about the last sentence?

It shows how annoyed the gardener is with Mary's constant chatter.

It contrasts with how grumpy the gardener had been while talking to Mary, who is a child.

It shows that the gardener actually really likes people, but he is just shy.

It explains why the gardener cares so much about the bird.

Question 4:



From this passage, we can tell that Olivia has a sense of fun and adventure. Which of the following sentences shows this through direct

characterization?

Suddenly, she realized, "It must be a snow day!"

Olivia woke up to the sound of shovels scraping against the asphalt of the driveway outside.

Olivia always enjoyed school, but she also loved adventure.

She raced down the stairs, grabbing her coat, and pushing her feet into boots before tumbling out the door.

Question 5:



Lesson Topic: Identify and describe a first person narrator

What is the name of the narrator in this passage?

With the team in tow, I headed back into the locker room, a towel slung over my shoulder. "It's okay. We'll get them next time, Sarah."

"There might not be a next time," Sarah said. "With this loss, the Gators will have to lose for us to have any chance of getting into the

playoffs."

I put my arm around her shoulder. The noise of the crowd disappeared as the locker room door closed behind us. "Listen to what Coach

Griffin said. So long as we tried our best, we can say that we've won. Ignore Kathy. It's not all about winning."

"You're right, Clarice," Sarah said. "I can understand why you're team captain."

Coach Griffin

Clarice

Sarah

Kathy

Question 1:

What characteristic does the passage reveal about the narrator?

My group was already hunkered down at the library table when I walked in. I could see from their tense faces and furious scribbling that

stress levels were high. When they noticed me approaching, all three of them looked up and gave a collective sigh. 

"Thank goodness you're here, Nicole. We can't agree on how to start this project," Rich said. 

I sat down, pulled out my notebook, and said, "Okay, I have a couple of ideas. Let's see what we all think."

"Great, once we agree on how to begin, I think this will be a productive meeting after all," Ashley said.

She is bossy.

She is a leader.

She dreads group work.

She is the most intelligent of the group.

Question 2:

What is the name of the narrator in this passage?

I didn't always want to be in student government, but I had to be so that I could get into a good high school. I still remember my first speech.

It must've been four months back. 

Amy, Brandon, and I were seated at a long table, in the middle of which was Mrs. Andrews. Hundreds of students sat in the bleachers before

us. To keep my attention off them, I fiddled with the placard place before me. It read "Thomas" in fancy lettering. 

Mrs. Andrews cleared her throat and spoke into the microphone. "Let us now begin the panel discussion on eating healthy. I would like to call

on Brandon to speak first."

Thomas

Amy

Question 3:



Brandon

Mrs. Andrews

What is the name of the narrator in this passage?

I walked into the classroom, my head down. It looked like everyone was already seated and waiting for the first day of school to start. I sat

down in an empty seat in the back, walking past some familiar faces: John, Kent, Ashley, and Laura.

A girl seated on my left said, "Hello."

I responded. "Hi there."

She offered me her hand. "Georgina."

"Robert," I shook her hand. "Are you new here?"

"Yes, I am, but I'm looking forward to making friends," Georgina said with a smile.

Ashley

Robert

John

Kent

Georgina

Question 4:

What characteristic does the passage reveal about the narrator?

The flight attendant guided me to my seat. It was a window seat. I read somewhere that window seats are more dangerous than aisle seats. I

spoke up, "Mam, I would prefer an aisle seat."

"I'm sorry, sir. But you registered for a window seat, and this flight is fully booked."

Reluctantly, I sat in my dangerous window seat. I buckled up and gripped the armrests. Then I checked below my seat to make sure the

flotation device was there.

A woman and her son sat down beside me.

I thought of asking them to trade seats, but I was too paralyzed by fear to move. I pictured the need for an emergency landing, with me

unable to get out because I was stuck by the window.

He tends to argue with strangers.

He is superstitious about travel.

He does not like children.

He is prone to nervousness.

Question 5:



Lesson Topic: Compare and contrast characters

What clues tell us that Charles is more confident about the decision to join the whaling ship's crew than Johnathan?

Check all that are true.

The boys leave for the waterfront before full daylight.

At the end of the passage, Johnathan's hopefulness has increased.

Johnathan doesn't want Charles to know that he is doubtful.

Charles races ahead of Johnathan.

Question 1:

Read the passage.

Adapted from How the Camel Got His Hump 

By Rudyard Kipling

In the beginning of years, when the world was so new and all, and the Animals were just beginning to work for Man, there was a Camel, and

he lived in the middle of a Howling Desert because he did not want to work. So he ate sticks and thorns and milkweed and prickles, most

excruciating idle; and when anybody spoke to him he said 'Humph!' Just 'Humph!' and no more.

Presently the Horse came to him on Monday morning, with a saddle on his back and a bit in his mouth, and said, 'Camel, O Camel, come out

and trot like the rest of us.'

'Humph!' said the Camel; and the Horse went away and told the Man.

Presently the Dog came to him, with a stick in his mouth, and said, 'Camel, O Camel, come and fetch and carry like the rest of us.'

'Humph!' said the Camel; and the Dog went away and told the Man.

Presently the Ox came to him, with the yoke on his neck and said, 'Camel, O Camel, come and plough like the rest of us.'

'Humph!' said the Camel; and the Ox went away and told the Man.

At the end of the day the Man called the Horse and the Dog and the Ox together, and said, 'Three, O Three, I'm very sorry for you (with the

world so new-and-all); but that Humph-thing in the Desert can't work, or he would have been here by now, so I am going to leave him alone, and

you must work double-time to make up for it.'

Question 2:



Which of the following is the most accurate and best supported comparison of the Animals and the Camel?

The Animals and the Camel have many differences and few similarities.

The Animals and the Camel are very different. The Animals work hard for man, while the Camel hides in the middle of a

Howling Desert to avoid work.

The Animals and the Camel are mostly similar. They all live in the Howling Desert, wearing gear that helps them work for

Man.

The Animals and the Camel have many similarities and few differences.

Which of the following statements is true?

Bobby is a better team member than Florence is.

Bobby is quicker to make an assumption than Florence is.

Florence is a better team member than Bobby is.

Florence is quicker to make an assumption than Bobby is.

Question 3:



Mr. Scrooge's attitude toward Christmas is _________, while his nephew's is _________.

negative...disapproving

positive...hopeful

warm...cold

resentful...optimistic

Question 4:

Based on the dialogue above, which of the following statements are probably true?

Check all that are true.

Melissa is antisocial.

Melissa re-energizes through time alone.

Melissa is more tired than Kerry.

Kerry re-energizes through social interaction.

Kerry is more friendly than Melissa.

Question 5:



Correct Answers

Lesson: Characters, Settings, and Main Events

Lesson Topic: Identify character traits

Question 1:

Question 2:
he answered crustily | he said in a rough voice

Question 3:
I am the President of Ghost Hunters, Inc., the best professional hunters of the supernatural in the area. | Whether people call us detectives, ghost hunters, or nosey brats, it
will never stop us.

Question 4:
It contrasts with how grumpy the gardener had been while talking to Mary, who is a child.

Question 5:
Olivia always enjoyed school, but she also loved adventure.

Lesson Topic: Identify and describe a first person narrator

Question 1:
Clarice

Question 2:
She is a leader.

Question 3:
Thomas

Question 4:
Robert

Question 5:
He is prone to nervousness.

Lesson Topic: Compare and contrast characters

Question 1:
Charles races ahead of Johnathan. | Johnathan doesn't want Charles to know that he is doubtful.

Question 2:
The Animals and the Camel are very different. The Animals work hard for man, while the Camel hides in the middle of a Howling Desert to avoid work.

Question 3:
Bobby is quicker to make an assumption than Florence is.

Question 4:
resentful...optimistic

Question 5:
Kerry re-energizes through social interaction. | Melissa re-energizes through time alone.


